Scene 4: Getting It Back

The music and the northern lights fade.

It’s about ten minutes earlier—8:50 p.u. or so.
We are now in the front yard of a small home.
We hear a truck pull into the driveway.

We hear the truck’s horn blare.

We hear the truck’s doors open and close.

GAYLE. (From off.) Lendalll

A woman—Gayle—barges into the yard and yells:
Lendall!!

Gayle waits to see if Lendall has heard her.

It doesn’t seem he has.

Gayle crosses offstage and goes to Lendall’s door—and we
hear her pound on it. ,

(From off.) Lendallll!
Beat,

No response from Lendall,

We hear Gayle pound on the door again,
(From off.) Len//dall—!

We hear a door open and close.

Gayle quickly makes her way back out onto the stage and
paces and seethes.

LENDALL. (From off,) Gayle! What?!? What's the matter? What's
wrong? )

Lendall enters.

He does not move as quickly as Gayle.

What are you doin’? I thought you weren’t comin’ over tonight
cause of Sandriné’s bachelorette // party thing.

GAYLE. Lendall:
Gayle is seething.




She is full of something to say.
But she can’t quite say it yet.
LENDALL. (Approaching Gayle.) Gayle—what's wrong? You okay?

GAYLE. (Shutting Lendall up and stopping him \33 approaching.)
Shhh!

Gayle stills wma&&
Lendall:
LENDALL. What?!?

Gayle steels herself.

GAYLE. I want it back.

LENDALL. [What are you talking about?] mmwm

GAYLE. I want it back.

LENDALL. (Not comprehending.) What [do you want back]?
GAYLE. All the love I gave to you?, I want it back.

LENDALL. (Trying to understand what Gayle is talking about.) What???
GAYLE. Now. ) .

LENDALL. I[don’t understand]—...I dor’t under//stand—
GAYLE. I've got yours in the truck.

LENDALL. (Completely confused.) What???

GAYLE. All the love you gave to me?, I've got it in the truck.
LENDALL. What are you talkin’ about?

GAYLE. I don't want it anymore.

LENDALL. What? [What do you mean you don’t want it mnﬁﬁoamz
GAYLE. I've made a decision: Were done.

LENDALL. What?I? ’

GAYLE. Were done. I've decided. And, so, I've brought all the love
you gave to me back to you. It’s the right thing to do.

LENDALL. (Completely bewildered.) Um, 1 [really dor’t understand
what you're talkin’ about]—

GAYLE. If'sin the truck.
LENDALL. You said.
Beat.
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Lendall is completely baffled.
GAYLE. (Frustrated that Lendall is not doing what she’s asked him
to do.) I can get it for you, or...you can get it.
LENDALL. Well, I don’t want it back.
GAYLE. Well, I don’t want it! What am I supposed to do with all of
it, now that I don’t want it?
LENDALL. Well, I don’t know!
GAYLE. Well, under the circumstances, // it doesn’t seem right for
me to keep it, so I'm gonna give it back.
Gayle heads to her truck.
LENDALL. Under what circumstances? (Calling to her.) Gayle, what
are [you talking about]—? I don’t understand what [you're talking
about]—... What are you doing? .
GAYLE. (From off.) I told you. I'm getting all the love you gave to
me, and 'm giving it back to you.
LENDALL. (Calling to her. V Well, 'm not sure I want it— amﬁaw
her—and what she has.) —whoa! Need help?
GAYLE. (Returning.) Nope. I got it. It's not heavy.
When Gayle returns, she has a bunch of HUGE bags full
of love.
[Note: These bags can be whatever you want them to be. I
have seen this scene done with garbage bags, red cloth bags,
and laundry bags full of pillow stuffing. I have ‘also seen
huge clear recycling bags filled with air and some glitter—
probably my favorite. Whatever you choose—I would tend
toward otherworldly and magical.]
Here you go.
Gayle leaves the huge bunch of bags with hm:&mm and then
exits so she can get more of the love Lendall gave her.
LENDALL. (Truly puzzled, referringto the bags of love.) And thisis...?
GAYLE. (From off.) All the love you gave me, yeah.
LENDALL. Wow.
Beat.

That’s a lot.
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Gayle returns with more bags of love and leaves them with
Lendall.

GAYLE. Yeah.

Gayle goes back to her truck to get more bags of love.
LENDALL. Whole lot!
GAYLE. (From off.) Yeah.

Gayle returns with even more bags of love.

There is now an ENORMOUS pile of love in Lendall’s yard.

LENDALL. Wow. What the heck am I gonna do with all this? I
mean...I don't know if I have room.

GAYLE. (Upset.) Well, T guess you'll vmﬁw to find a Emnm for it,
won't you?

Lendall and Gayle look at the w:Wm pile &“ NS\w
Gayle collects herself.

-And now, I think it’s only fair for you to give me mine vmnw _umnmcmm
I want it back.

Little beat. ’
All the love I gave to you?
LENDALL. Yeah?
GAYLE. I want it back.
, Little beat.
So go get it. 4
" Lendall is at a loss—and doesn’t do what Gayle is demand-

,N.:N%&ww&olwwnmﬁmwmwam:omewc:\wcwﬁawoi
doing it :

Lendall, go get it.

'Lendall, again, doesn’t do what Gayle is demanding that he
do—because he has no idea how to go about doing it.

-

Please.

Lendall still doesn’t do what Gayle is demanding that he do.
NOow!!

LENDALL. (Shaken and completely at a loss as to what to do.) Okay.
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Lendall slowly exits into his house—even though he has no
idea how to do what Gayle has asked him to do.

Long beat.

Gayle waits among all the love she has returned to Lendall.
She’s fighting being upset. v
Eventually, Lendall returns—empty-handed, it seems.

He approaches Gayle and faces her.

And then he presents her with a tiny little canvas or paper bag.

[Note: If possible, the audience shouldn’t see the litile bag
until Lendall holds it out to Gayle.]

Gayle stares at the bag for a beat.”
And finally says:
GAYLE. What is that?
LENDALL. Ifs all the love you gave me.
This is both not quite true...and quite true.

GAYLE. That’s [all the love I gave you]—...? That is #ot [all the love
I gave you]—. There is no way [that is all the love I gave you]—... That
is not [the love I gave you]—. (Mortified.) Is that all I gave you?

LENDALL. Yeah.

‘GAYLE. Oh.

Gayle looks at the little bag Lendall is offering...and then
looks at all the big gmm

Okay. .
LENDALL. Why don’t you open it, and [see what's inside]—

And Gayle is crying.
(Going to comfort her.) Hey, hey—what’s goin’ on?
GAYLE. (Resisting and rejecting Lendalls comfort.) 1 told you:
We're done.
LENDALL. Why do %oﬁ keep sayin’ that?

GAYLE. Because—... (This is hard to say, but it has to ww said.)
Because when I mmw& you if you ever thought we were gonna get
married—remember when I asked you that?

Lendall remembers.
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But is quiet—as quiet as he was when Gayle asked him if he
ever thought they were going to get married.

A couple weeks ago? I made pizza?
LENDALL. Yeah—

GAYLE. Yeah, well, when I asked you...that, you got so...quiet. And
everybody said that that right there shoulda told me everything.

LENDALL. Everybody who?

GAYLE. Everybody!

LENDALL. Who?

GAYLE. ...Marvalyn // said—

LENDALL. Marvalyn?!? >

GAYLE. Yes, Marvalyn—

LENDALL. Marvalyn said that, // like she’s an expert?

GAYLE. Yes, Marvalyn said that how quiet you got was all I needed
to know!, And she’s right: You don't love me.

LENDALL. What—? Gayle, no! [That’s not true!!] ;
GAYLE. Shh! And I've béen trying to fix that, I've tried 8 make
you love me by giving you every bit of love I had, and now...I don’t
have any love for e left, and that’. ..that’s not good for a person..
and...that’s why I want all the love I gave you back, because I wanna
bring it with me. ,

LENDALL. Wait—where are you going?!?

GAYLE. I need to get away from mp.w,umm

LENDALL. What—? What things?! There aren’t any things in this
town to get away from!

GAYLE. Yes there are: You!

LENDALL. Me?

GAYLE. Yes. You are the things in this town I need to get away
from, because I have to think and start over, and so: All the love I
gave to you? I want it back. In case' need it. Because I can’t very
well go around giving your love—'cause that’s all I have right now,
is the love you gave me—I can't very well go around giving your
love to other guys, cause // that just doesn’t seem right—
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LENDALL. Other guys? There are other guys?!?
GAYLE. No, not yet, but I'm assuming there will be.

LENDALL. Gayle—
GAYLE. Shh!l! So I think—. I think that, since I know now that
you’re not ready to do what comes next for people who have been
together for quite a long time [like, get married], I think we’re gonna
be done, >
LENDALL. Why? Gayle—!
GAYLE. and, so, I think the best thing we can do now is just return
the love we gave to each other, and call it..
Gayle looks at the pathetic little bag that contains all the love
she gave Lendall and then looks at the awesome several that
contain all the love Lendall gave her.
...even. '
It’s not ‘even” at all.

Oh, Jeezum Crow, is that really all the love I gave you, Lendall? I
mean, I thought [I gave you so much more than that]-—. I'mean,
what kind of person am I if this is all the love I gave y—.., No...n-n-
no! (Fiercely.) I know I gave you more than that, Lendall, I know it!

Gayle has a revelation.
Did you lose it?
LENDALL. What?!? // No, Gayle! No!

GAYLE. Did you lose it, Lendall?!? *Cause I know I gave you
more than that, and I think you're pulling something on me,
AND THIS IS NOT A GOOD TIME TO BE PULLING SOME-
THING ON ME!!!

LENDALL. (Raising his voice—and this guy doesn’t raise his voice.)
I'M NOT! Pullin’ somethin’ on you! I wouldn’t do that to you!

Lendall collects himself.
Jeez! I think—gosh, I hate the way you're talkin’ to me!
" He steams and stews a bit.
And finally says, with finality:
And I think—T think maybe you should just take what you came
for. And I guess I'll see you later.

71



Lendall chucks the little bag at Gayle’ feet and exits into his
house, slamming the door behind him.

GAYLE. (Weakly.) Lendall—{wait]. Lendall..
Gayle is at a loss.
She came over to break up with Lendall.
And it seems that he just broke up with her.
But, ultimately, this is what she wants.

Gayle looks at the little bag at her feet, picks it up, and is
about to leave.

But curiosity stops her.
And she opens the little bag and examines what' inside.
And then yells offstage. .

Lendall—what is this?!? I don’t ?wm.mamﬂmbﬁl. .. This isn’t [all the
love I gave you]—... Lendall: What is this?!?

Little beat.
HmZU.\wH.H %33 off.) Itsa Ezm. Qmﬁm
GAYLE. What?
LENDALL. (Returning.)It’s aring.
GAYLE. What? Well—
Gayle takes what is in the bag out of the wn%
It’s a small box.
This isn't [all the love I gave you]—. This is not [all the love I gave
you]—...
Gayle realizes shes holding a box that an engagement ring
might come in.

Oh, Lendall, this is a ring. Hm this a...ring? A ring that you give to
someone you've been with for quite a long time when you want to
let them know that you're ready for what comes next for people
who have been together for quite a long time?

LENDALL. Yup.
GAYLE. Oh.
Little beat.
But...all the love I gave to you? Where is it?
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LENDALL. (Referring to the small box.) It's right there, Gayle.
GAYLE. But [that can’t be all of it]—

LENDALL. If’s right there.

GAYLE. But [there’s no way that’s all of it]—

LENDALL. It is! Thats it! Right there! There was so much of it—
you've given me so much over the years—

GAYLE. (Making sure he x:&mw&n:&m E& how many years it’s
been.) Eleven.

LENDALL. —over the eleven // years—
GAYLE. Eleven, yeah! // Eleven.

LENDALL. —yeah, eleven, yeah—shh! You've just given me so
much that I don’t know what I've even done with it all. I had to put
some in the garage, some in the shed.'And after you asked me if I
ever thought we were gonna get married, there was more of it than
ever comin’ in, and I asked my dad if he had any suggestions what

to do with it all, and he said, “You got a ring yet?” And I said, “No”

And he said, “Get her one. It's time. When there’s that much of that
stuff comin’ in, that’s about the only place you can put it

Little beat.
He said itd all fit [in the ring].
Little beat.
And he was right.
. They look at the small box.
That thing is a lot gmmmw than it looks.
Little beat.

So...there it is. All the love you gave me. Just not in the same..
form as when you gave it.

GAYLE. Yeah.
Beat.
LENDALL. You still want it back?
GAYLE. Yes.Ido.
LENDALL. Well, then...take it.
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Gayle is about to open the box—but, before she does, she
looks at all the bags of love that are all around them and asks:
GAYLE. CanTkeep all this?
LENDALL. It’s yours.
GAYLE. Thank you.

Gayle looks at the ring box and is about to open it again—
but stops. o

Lendall, you didn't have to get me a ring. That’s not what I was asking.

LENDALL. Yes, I did. It’s way past time: And it’s honorable.
Lendall takes the box, opens it, and shows Gayle what’s inside:
Its a ring—a perfect, simple engagement ring.
This is Magical Moment #4 (which happens at-the same
time as Magical Moment #3, when Steve realizes he’s feeling
pain for the first time in a long time...which happens at the
same time as Magical Moment #2, when the waitress tells
Jimmy that her.name is Villian...which happens at the
same time as Magical Moment #1, when East opens the bag
containing Glorys heart so he can start repairing it—and
Glory sees the northern lights).

A wisp of music or a gentle sound cue could help define this
magical moment.

The northern lights gently appear.
GAYLE. Well...it’s very beautiful.
Lendall is very happy that Gayle thinks the ring is beautiful.
And then he takes the ring out of the box, and, with a bit
of fanfare, gets down on one knee, and puts the ring on
Gayle’s finger. :
Little beat. .
Oh, Lendall—... I'm so sorry. It’ just—I was at Sandrin€’s bachelorette
party; >
LENDALL. Iknow...
GAYLE. and she and Martin are already gettin’ married already,
and that got me thinkin’ about us, >

LENDALL. Shh.
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GAYLE. and then I talked to Marvalyn, and she // said that how
quiet you got was [a big red flag]—
LENDALL. Shh.

Lendall quiets Gayle with a kiss.

And then he hugs her.

Music.

The northern lights glow more brightly.

Lendall and Gayle might now be wondering how they will
ever recount the story of how they got engaged.

That’ll be tricky.
But it’s a problem for another time.

For now, things are okay as the lights fade on these two
small people—in love and in a little pain—hugging it out
underneath a big, spectacular, starlit northern night sky.
Maybe Gayle can't help but take a good look at that ring...

As the lights fade to black.
End of Act One

Intermission
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